
Adventurers
and Settlers

Leif Erikson was a Viking explorer and adventurer from Iceland. Although his 
story has been told in several Viking sagas, they are all so di�erent that it is 
very di�cult to know what really happened in his life. What we do know, is 
that some time in the 11th Century he became the �rst person from Europe 
to land in North America. This is between 400 - 500 years earlier than 
Christopher Columbus (who is often credited as being the �rst). 

Longhouses were the centre of Viking life. They were usually 
built with wood but some examples had stone walls. Families 
would share the space and have their own area to themselves. 
There was a hearth in the centre where a �re was lit for cooking 
and warmth. The more important families could sleep closer to 
the �re. There were often no windows and there was no 
chimney. Longhouses would have been very dark and smoky! 

Point your tablet at the longhouse above to have a peek 
inside. You will visit this longhouse yourself to hear the tale 
of Sigurd and the Dragon.
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The city we now call York was �rst 
known as Eboracum after the 
Roman invasion, then Eoforwic 
under Anglo-Saxon rule. The 
Vikings �rst invaded York in 866 
AD led by Ivar the Boneless. They 
eventually established Jorvik 
(which means Horse Bay in Norse) 
as the capital of an area of land 
that we now call Yorkshire. 
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